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Doddiscombsleigh Parish Council 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday 11th October 2018 at 

7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh School 

 
Present:   

Cllr B Plummer (Chairman), Cllr S Hewitt (Vice Chairman), Cllr L Turney, Cllr H Hanson, Cllr B 
Hornby & 2 members of the public 
Clerk: A Miller 

 

Open Forum: No questions were raised. 

1 Apologies for Absence – Cllr Davis 

2 Declarations of Interest / Requests for Dispensations  

Cllr Plummer and Cllr Hewitt declared a personal interest in item 5. 

3 Ratification of Minutes of Previous Meetings (circulated)  

Ordinary meeting of 12 July 2018 and extraordinary planning meeting of 16 August 2018 – 
Signed and accepted as a true record.  
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Hanson All agreed 

4 County & District Councillors’ Reports  

TDC Cllr Ford’s report was read out and appears at Appendix 1 to these minutes.   

5 Planning Application: 18/01782/FUL 

Location: Mistleigh Farm Barns 
Proposal: Extension to the existing barn, installation of satellite and attachment of solar 
panels 
As two members of the Council declared a personal interest, the clerk informed the meeting 
that the 14th point of the Code of Conduct applies: 
'14. Where a matter arises at a meeting which relates to a financial interest of a friend, 
relative or close associate (other than an interest in Appendix A), the member shall disclose 
the nature of the interest and not vote on the matter. He/she may speak on the matter only if 
members of the public are also allowed to speak at the meeting. If it is a ‘sensitive interest’ 
the member shall declare the interest but not the nature of the interest.' 
As the Chairman and the Vice Chairman both declared a personal interest, the other three 
councillors present had a vote in this case and also chose Cllr Hornby to preside as 
Chairman for this agenda item. 
The Parish Council discussed the application and decided to make no observations.  
Proposed Cllr Turney Seconded Cllr Hornby All agreed 

 
Following the vote Cllr Plummer returned to preside as Chairman of the meeting. 
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6 Planning Application: 18/01925/FUL 

Location: Batts Brook, Road from Spanishlake Cross to Hereford Cottage 
Proposal: Replacement of stable block and construction of all weather riding arena 
The Parish Council discussed the application and came to the following conclusion. The 
Council in principal welcome recreational activities in the Parish but it is important to have an 
environmental assessment regarding the impact of this development. The concerning factors 
are the livestock effluent discharge from the arena to a soakaway and the planned synthetic 
fibre surface of the arena. The area is very close to a watercourse and appropriate measures 
have to be in place to ensure that no synthetic material can find its way to the Batts Brook 
(and eventually to the Teign). It is also important to ensure that the lighting of the arena will 
not have a negative effect on the neighbouring properties.  
Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Turney All agreed 

7 Planning Application: 18/01974/NPA 

Location: Mistleigh Springs Farm 
Proposal: Application for Prior Approval under Part 3 Class Q (a) and (b) paragraph W of the 
GDPO change of use of agricultural building to a dwelling 
The Parish Council discussed the application and decided to make no observations.  
Proposed Cllr Turney Seconded Cllr Hewitt All agreed 

8 Matters Arising 

8.1 Speed Limit in the Parish  

Cllr Turney contacted the school and they are happy to help create an individual design for 
the ‘slow down’ signs. The Council will organise the practical side of the project and get 
some quotes for the signs. Funding options are the Communities Together Fund, which is 
discussed as item 16.2, and the DCC Councillor’s fund. 

8.2 Update about the Triangle and Tree Condition  

Cllr Hewitt reported that the fir tree and the beech tree in the Triangle were inspected and 
marked as dangerous trees on the DCC website.  

8.3 Update about the new notice board  

Cllr Hewitt reported that the new notice board for the bus shelter arrived and a member of 
the public volunteered to fix it on the cob wall of the bus shelter.  

8.4 Considering the Options to Make a Village Plan and Discussing the Feedback from the 
Village Plan Coffee Morning  

The Council discussed the possibility of creating a Parish or Neighbourhood Plan. A 
member of the public welcomed the idea of the Coffee Morning and added the loss of the 
bus route as a potential negative event for the village. The TDC Neighbourhood Planning 
Officer’s suggestion – creating a cross-parish neighbourhood plan together with Trusham 
and Ashton – was discussed and agreed that although a link between the villages is useful, 
they may have very different issues. It is even more challenging to create a Plan for three 
parishes than for one.  
It was agreed to set up a working group to take forward the Village Plan. The members of 
the team are Cllr L Turney, Cllr B Hornby, Mr E Fairs and Mr T Porter, members of the 
public. The first task of the group is to find other volunteers from the Parish to contribute to 
the Plan and to write the Terms of Reference. Depending on the public support and the time 
and energy that parishioners are willing to spend on the project, the group will create a 
Parish or a Neighbourhood Plan. 
Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Hanson All agreed 
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9 Considering Organising Additional Defibrillator Training and Changing the Defibrillator 
Pads  

The need for additional defibrillator training came up at the Village Plan Coffee Morning. Two 
options were discussed: a member of the public, qualified first aid responder, volunteered to 
hold a training for free or the Ambulance Service’s course for £475. The Council decided to 
ask the member of the public to provide the training. 
Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Hewitt All agreed  
The defibrillator pads need to be replaced as they are due to go out of date in April. The cost 
is about £100. The Council agreed to pay for the new pads.  
Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Hewitt All agreed  

10 Public Use of School Playing Field  

Results of the online survey and insurance – Cllr Turney reported that a high number of 
responses arrived for the survey and the summary of the answers will be presented at the 
next meeting.  
New residents in the village may not be aware of this facility, so information about the playing 
field should be included in the welcome letter. Clerk to update the letter. 
The Council has not got any feedback from the school regarding the insurance of the playing 
field. So far Devon County Council has paid the insurance fee and that was an important 
condition in the Memorandum of Understanding between the School and the Council to allow 
the public to use the field after school hours. As the School becomes a Trust it is important to 
make it clear who is responsible for paying the premium. 

11 Considering the Ways to Commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the End of World War 
I  

Cllr Hewitt suggested to buy a wreath that will be laid at the War Memorial during the 
Remembrance Service. The idea of a new wreath was well received among parishioners. 
The preferred design costs £17 and the ribbon is £2.50. The Council decided to give a 
donation to the Royal British Legion, which makes the total spending of £50.  
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Plummer All agreed 

12 Information about the Twinned Parishes in France  

A member of the public draw the Council’s attention to the twinning. Dunsford and 
Doddiscombsleigh are twinned with two parishes – Boulon and Fresney-le-Puceaux – in 
Normandy, and there are visits between the areas every year. This opportunity is open for 
everyone in the villages. Next year French residents will come to Devon. There will be more 
information about the twinning on the parish website. 

13 Information about a Meeting with the Representative of Connecting Devon and 
Somerset  

TDC Cllr Ford has organised a meeting with the stakeholder manager of Connecting Devon 
and Somerset for six parishes in the area. Unfortunately, the event will be held at the time of 
the next Council meeting, 8 November. The meeting is not open for the public, only 
councillors can attend. Considering the importance of the broadband speed in the parish, Cllr 
Hornby volunteered to attend the event. TDC Cllr Ford asked the parishes to contribute to the 
cost of the room hire. 

14 Highways & Footpaths  

Cllr Hornby updated the Council about the issue of parking at Haldon. The planning 
application for extending the car park was approved, and one of the conditions was to 
provide a clearway along the road. The clearway can be implemented by the developer now. 
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15 Parish Path Partnership Project Update and Village Walk  

Cllr Hewitt reported that the project is approaching completion, only two gates remained to be 
installed. The last stile on the Batts Brook path originally was planned to be removed only, 
but the owner asked it to be replaced with a gate instead. The cost of the gate will be an 
addition to the original budget. Devon County Council agreed to reimburse this cost after 
receiving the invoice. 

16 Finance 

16.1 Report  

Bank account balance and bank reconciliation – The Bank account balance at 30th 
September 2018 was £11,171.45. The second part of the precept, £1,743 was received. 
After deducting the amount of unpresented cheques, the net bank balance was £11,102.50. 
Earmarked funds: CIL £2000, Circular bench / Triangle project £2000, Emergency Fund 
£1500, Elector Fund £12.25, Parish Path Partnership Grant £2836.21. The end of quarter 
bank reconciliation was checked and signed by Cllr Hanson. The Council resolved to accept 
the accounts.  
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Plummer All agreed 

16.2 Considering a Possible Application for the Communities Together Fund  

The application for this Fund is open from 1 November until 16 January. The maximum 
amount that the Parish can get is £288. The slow down signs could be a suitable project for 
this funding.    

16.3 Approval of Expenditure  

Payments to approve: 

• Parish Path Partnership works – 2. Payment £844.34 

• New notice board £154.80 

• Refreshments for Village Plan Coffee Morning £13.69 

• Stationery and other items for Village Plan Coffee Morning £12.40 
• Room hire for Village Plan Coffee Morning £20.00 

• Clerk’s salary and expenses £690.10 

Future expenditures to approve: 

• Donation towards the room hire for broadband meeting – up to £15 

• DALC course: Budget and Precepts – Clerk £30.00 

• Asset Based Community Development course – Clerk £25.00 
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Plummer All agreed 

17 Clerk’s Correspondence  

A broken dog bin door opposite the bus shelter was reported to TDC. The door was repaired 
and the bin was emptied.  
There is an opportunity to sign up to Devon Alert, which is a free community messaging 
system run by Devon & Cornwall Police to inform members of the public about crimes and 
incidents affecting their local area. A link to sign up for this service will be on the website. 

18 Chairman’s Remarks  

The Chairman thanked everyone for their participation. 

19 Date of Next Meeting  

Thursday 8 November 2018  

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm. 



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting 11th October 2018 Doddiscombsleigh Parish Council 

Page 5 of 5 
 

 
 
 
Signed.................................................................. 
 
Chairman           
 

APPENDIX 1 

Parish report. District Councillor Amanda Ford September 2018. (Teign Valley Ward) 

News from TDC 

Teignbridge is taking a detailed look at how residents can access services online and is putting in 

place new digital systems that make it even easier for people to get things done (applying, 

paying, reporting) and get regular updates about what’s happening. 

  Making change happen .The work is being progressed through One Teignbridge, the  council’s 

transformational development activity agenda which will see Teignbridge become a ‘digital          first’ 

organisation, with customers able to access council services 24/7 through whatever device they 

prefer whether that be phone, tablet or computer. The digital landscape has shifted considerably 

over the last few years with mobile phones and smart devices being used every day by people to 

read news, conduct banking, shop, book appointments and order goods. Quality online services 

are the key to how we reducing the cost of service delivery and maintain high levels of customer 

satisfaction. One Teignbridge will modernise the council and develop a better digital environment 

and is in response to customer demands and expectations. 

Reusable cups for staff and councillors at TDC !  

As part of Teignbridge’s Council Strategy and the Zero Heroes project, TDC are setting out a 

commitment to reduce their environmental impact and footprint. A particular focus of  has 

involved looking at ways in which we can all do our bit to reduce single plastics therefore staff 

and councillors are encouraged to purchase and  use reusable cups.  

As always I am aware of the internet, mobile phone and road issues for the valley and will 

continue to address these issues on behalf of the valley.  

I understand we have a new Police beat manager for the valley and am looking to arrange a 

meeting to discuss communication channels with parish councils in the valley.  

I am also trying to organise a visit to the valley and a meeting with the Stakeholder manager from 

Connecting Devon and Somerset, Mr Matt Barrow. I would like Mr Barrow  to meet  parish 

councillors from the valley and present the latest situation and future plans  regarding broadband 

roll out in  the valley.  The plan would be for parish councils to than disseminate this information 

to the wider parish   .   

I welcome any offers of venues for this meeting to take place eg after a parish council meeting for 

example.  Once I have a venue with a date and time I can contact Mr Barrow and arrange his 

visit. 

Ideally I would think either Christow’s  Teign Valley  Community  Hall or Dunsford village hall 

would be ideal venues.  

I welcome parish councils offers for a venue as I am aware there will be a cost implication for 

extended hire of the halls.  

End of report. 

Cllr Amanda Ford.  
 


