DODDISCOMBSLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING No 120 HELD

THURSDAY 6th MAY 2010 - 7.30PM IN THE SCHOOL

Persons present:

Councillors:




Members of Public:
Jackie LeMarchant (JLeM)(Chair),

Vic Brook(VB)

Steve Angeloni (SA)



Darice Brook

Tony Porter (TP),



Steve LeMarchant(SLeM)

Jerry Brook(JB)(DCC Councilor),


Colin Burgess

Steve Purser(TDC councillor),


Rosalind Simmons







Fiona Angeloni







Sarah Evans (SE)(Head Teacher)






 
Pete McGregor







Julian Kyte







Jackie Kyte







Brian Prest

Clerk: Ivor Smith (IS)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
1/ Apologies and declarations of interest
Apologies: Debby Woodrow, Mike Moorhouse, Colin Gibbs, Duncan Mitchell 

Due to limited number of councillors present and extent of items on agenda the AGM is deferred to next meeting, proposed by JLeM, seconded SA, all in favour.
MEETING NO 120

1/ Apologies and declarations of interest

Apologies- as above.

Declarations of interest – SA declared a personal & prejudicial interest re item 7.4

2/ Minutes Parish Council Meeting No 119 held Thursday 8th April 2010 

– signed as true record. 
3/ Matters arising.  Cover under Agenda items.
4/ Open Forum.- nothing
5/ Bus Shelter.
5.1/ Progress has now resumed but there is doubt over DCC carrying out the footway work.
6/ Finance.

6.1/ Insurance – The document:  “Insurance and Risk Management for Local Council” was circulated to councillors. IS recommended a simple risk management be done each year at the time of the AGM.
7/ Planning. 

7.1/  10/01330/VAR – Willhayes Arabians – Variation on condition 2 of permission 07/00147/MAJ to permit occupancy of temp dwelling for a further 12 months.

7.1.1/ The applicant explained that the application was made at the request of TDC, the 3 year permission had expired and an application for a permanent residence was in the process of being compiled. In that circumstance the PC would not object to a one year extension.

7.2/ 10/01175/FUL – Teign Springs - single storey extension and new pitched roof.

7.2.1/ The applicant explained the background and reasons for the proposal. This was accepted by the PC and consequently there is no objection. 

7.3/ 10/0130/AGR – Premier Barton – Hay Barn/implement shed.

7.3.1/ The PC understanding is that permissions to construct such buildings comes under “permitted development rights” and are only permitted when they  “are reasonably necessary for the purposes of agriculture within the unit”. The Parish Council is not in a position to make a judgement on this issue but there is concern over the need for the building given the fact that planning permission for a very large building at Cowley has just been granted.

7.3.2/  The site is outside the parish of Doddiscombsleigh and would have no direct impact on that parish. However the Parish Council are generally concerned over the proliferation of agricultural buildings in the Teign Valley that might not be strictly necessary.

7.3.3/   Doddiscombsleigh Parish Council is aware of the concerns of Ashton Parish and fully supports the comments made in their response TDC.

7.4/ DNP: 0163/10 – Teign House Inn – Change of use for a mixed use for sport and recreation activities.

7.4.1/  The eastern boundary of the whole site is the River Teign and the opposite bank is part of Doddiscombsleigh Parish. It is understood that a number of objections have been made from residents of this parish, accordingly the application was included on the recent Parish Council meeting, attended by the applicant and local residents.

7.4.2/  After open discussion there was a split view on the application. The applicant said the public chose his venue in preference to the Teign Valley Community Hall but he did not know the reason.  A view expressed was that the facilities at the Community Hall were far superior and much public money had gone into providing the facility, and consequently there is little need for the proposed facility.

7.4.3/  It was stated that the number of events taking place last year on the field was in excess of 100, but the applicant disputed this. (The interpretation of what is an event would appear to differ.)

7.4.4/  The Parish Council accepts that the proposed use would give some benefit to the community but is mindful that the activities could cause considerable nuisance to local people.

7.4.5/  Therefore if Dartmoor National Park is minded to grant permission the PC recommends that the concerns of local people are taken on board to ascertain if suitable conditions could be included with any permission in order to alleviate any undesirable affects on local residents. 
9/ Parish Website 

– nothing to report
10/  School Travel Plan.

10.1/ SE expanded on the details in the travel plan (which is updated annually) previously circulated to members.

10.2/ As part of the travel plan the flashing lights were installed each side of the school.

10.2/ Future targets of the travel plan are:

Encourage more car sharing (whist recognising inherent problems), including sharing by staff (currently 8-10).



Seek to harden the verge in front of the school to provide a footway.

10.3/ JLeM Asked about alternative parking and raised the problem of parking on the Burnt Meadow junction, suggesting cones be put out. SE recognised this problem but said this was the only safe place for the mini bus to park, more were parking by the triangle. This problem is put in the school newsletter and a possibility is for the local police to come and speak to parents.

10.4/ The Teign House Inn is used for parking, from here parents walk children to school. A suitable site on the other side has still to be found. Circumstances at the Nobody Inn are now different and parking here might be possible.



11/ Village Appraisal. 

– nothing to report
12/ Community Emergency Planning. 

– nothing to report
13/ Highways and Footways.
- the water problem at the triangle persists but signs placed here indicates possible action on behalf of SWW.
14/ Village Events. 

14.1/ The PC to promote:

Doddiscombsleigh Community Festival October 2010.
Information to be put in the magazine.

14.2/ VB asked that the rural skip days differed from the plant sale days
15/ Correspondence– nothing to report
16/ Matters brought forward by Chairman. 

16.1/ JLeM thanked VB for allowing his yard to be used for the rural skip service.

16.2.1/ JLeM asked for SP’s views on his role as our local District Councillor and in particularly in expressing his views to TDC on planning applications. It is accepted that his input in representing his electors is down to him but JLeM suggested that if there is significant different local opinion this fact also needs to be expressed.

16.2.2/ SP responded that he sees his role as being wider, in assessing the legality of issues, stripping out personal interests and looking at planning law and history.

16.2.3/ TP suggested that it was disappointing that TDC planning appears to be unhelpful. SP offered to arrange for the PC to speak with the planning officers if the PC wishes.

16.2.4/ SP said that in considering local views there was often two sides, the voicerous and the silent which is often the majority. He said that clearly the main aspect of concern related to the applications at Premier Barton (Ashton Parish) and that he had no problem with what he did.

16.2.5/  JLeM said that there was significant objection to the Premier Barton applications, it was up to SP on how he responded but in such a case as this it would be expected that the considerable objection was reported, together with, if necessary, a comment that he could not support the different view.

17/ Representatives Reports.

17.1/  JB said that the proposed reorganisation with Unity Authorities in Devon would not now go ahead and things would stay as they are. This winter had been difficult for road maintenance but if problems were identified he should be informed. 
18/ Future Meetings.

Thursday 10th June

Thursday 8th July

No meeting in August

Signed…………………………………………………..Date……………………………

