
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Thursday 5th  January 2017 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh School 
  

Present:  Cllrs B Plummer (Chairman), S. Stanley (Vice Chairman), B Prest, L Turney & M 
Porter, DCC Cllr J Brook & 6 members of the public 

  
Clerk: Sarah Sharpe 

  
Open Forum:  
 
1. Apologies for Absence –  Cllr Parrett  

 
2. Declarations of Interest / Requests for Dispensations – Councillors requested a 

dispensation to discuss item 8.  This was agreed 
 

3. Ratification of Minutes of Previous Meeting- Ordinary meeting of 3 November 2016 
(circulated) 24 November (circulated) and 15 December (circulated) - Signed and accepted 
as true records. Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Stanley. All agreed 

 
4. County & District Councilors’ Report – DDC Cllr Brook said he had reviewed a lengthy 

report on the Enterprise Partnership which aims to bring investment into the area.  He 
understood it was for a variety of new projects aimed at new businesses but it appears to 
have been directed to large projects including Hinkley Point.  Cllr Brook also warned about 
an anticipated increase in the council tax. DCC will hold a budget meeting in Feb and will be 
seeking a budget reduction and need to reduce costs. Scrutiny committees will oversee 
proposals to ensure that the set budget is able to deliver services. Demand led services are 
under pressure. We should expect an increase in council tax around 3-4%.  To update on 
Cllr Brook’s enquiry with Highways dept about the rescheduled road closures, he reported 
that it was fortunate that the work teams had somewhere else to go in order to re jig the 
program of repairs.  Cllr Porter thanked DCC Cllr Brook for the work he has done with 
Highways dept to restore the quality of roads in the parish.  Our road work network in the 
county underpins our economy and people rely on it.  A member of the public raised the 
condition of the road in Burnt Meadows.  The pavement has been replaced (3 days work) 
however it is still unclear if the road will be resurfaced.   
 

5. Matters Arising 
5.1 Acquisition of tools for Drainage Workforce – Cllr Porter updated that he would 
like to speak with those who have previously volunteered in order to create a list of useful 
tools.  Two quotes will be obtained. Cllr Porter to co-ordinate and arrange purchase.  
5.2 Defibrillator installation - Cllr Turney stated Vanessa Fraser has identified two 
possible locations, outside the Nobody Inn, opposite the bus shelter or on the wooden 
fence outside the school. It  was agreed that the option to site at the school should be 
pursued. Discussion took place regarding the likelihood of damage to the defibrillator.  Cllr 
Turney assured the meeting that the number of criminal damage incidents is low.  It will 
be covered by the Parish Council insurance. He also reminded attendees of the planned 
First aid training sessions being held on Thursday 12  & 26 January using the CPR kit 
donated to the parish by the British Heart Foundation.  Councillors and members of the 
public were encouraged to support the event.  



 

 

5.3 Bus shelter – The Clerk reported that in November, Steve Angeloni had done a 
temporary repair to the crack in the bus shelter. The cob is sound and dry and the repair 
will preserve the building until the late spring when he will carry out a permanent repair. 
This will be done free of charge 
5.4 Community landing site for Air Ambulance – Cllr Turney updated that two sites 
were surveyed neither of which were flat enough.  Mrs Palmer has offered for their heli 
pad to be surveyed by the Air Ambulance team. Discussion took place regarding what 
work may need to be done to Vic Brook’s field opposite the Nobody Inn tDevon Air 
Ambulance Trust) to do site surveys.  
5.5 Welcome Pack – It was unclear as to where this was.  Cllr Turney agreed to contact 
Helen Beard, the author,  to source  a copy of the Welcome pack. 
   

6. Planning. Application – 16/02753/FUL 
Location– Willhayes Farm 
Proposal – Extension to form an entrance hall 
Applicant- Mr R Palmer 
Mrs Palmer was invited to describe the development plan.  The property currently has a 
very small porch on rear of house. It is a limited space and restricted light as is the first floor 
corridor. The proposed porch will open up the area into a more functional space and will let 
some light into house. A site visit has been conducted by representatives of the Parish 
Council. The proposed development will not be in public view.  The proposal was viewed as 
a practical solution giving additional space with a good use of use of glass to create the 
benefit from natural light. It was felt to be in keeping with general appearance of the house 
and the proposal was supported. 
Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Stanley. All Agreed 
 

7. Finance 
7.1  Report – The Clerk reported the bank account balance as £ 8,562.46.   
7.2  HMRC –  The Clerk confirmed that three refunds have now been received from 
HMRC. £97.53 and £151.36 the previous refunds that had been deposited in an incorrect 
account and £13.05 being the refund for 2015/16.  VAT records are now up to date. 
7.3  Clerks Salary and Expenses (Oct - Dec) 
39 hours @ £10/hr. = £390. PAYE = £88.  Net salary £376.99.  Other expenses £24.99 
working from home allowance, 19 miles@ 45p/mile = £8.55. Broadband £5/month x 3 
months = £15 
Proposed Cllr Stanley Seconded Cllr Porter All Agreed 
7.4  Approval of Expenditure – Two individuals make a significant contribution to the 

parish through ongoing and consistent voluntary services and the Parish Council felt that 

their selfless contribution should be recognised by way of a £50 gift card each. They are  

Stephen Le Marchant who maintains the grass on the triangle and around the village, 

clears rubbish and dog mess and the work done by Phil Russon to maintain the parish 

council website and keep it compliant with the Transparency Code. The Parish Council is 

grateful for their invaluable and ongoing services to the parish. Phil Russon thanked the 

Parish Council for the acknowledgement of his services. He stated that he didn’t expect 

financial recognition and would like to invest it back into the village.  He will consider how 

best to do this.  

Proposed Cllr Prest Seconded Cllr Porter All Agreed 

8. Agreement of Council Tax Precept for 2017/18- The Parish Council agreed that the 
parish accounts were in a healthy position and with the current financial climate it was 
unnecessary to increase the precept in the council tax. It was agreed that the precept 
should remain that the same level as for 2016/17 with no increase.  
Proposed Cllr Prest Seconded Cllr Plummer. All Agreed 
 



 

 

9. Parish Council Budget 2017/18 – Based on a zero increase in the council tax precept, the 
Clerk presented a proposed budget (previously circulated). Following a short discussion, it 
was agreed that this should be adopted without any amendments. 
Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Stanley. All Agreed 

 

10. Highways Community Enhancement Fund – This is a new funding stream launched by 
Highways dept to cover costs incurred through the Community Road Warden scheme to do 
work that Highways dept no longer do.  The value of a parish lengthsman, who worked 
when needed rather than the pre-programmed twice yearly visits was discussed. It was 
agreed that if we can maintain the roads and keep them clear we can reduce water and 
road erosion/ flooding.  Continued upkeep and maintenance will reduce major road repairs. 
It was agreed that a work group of Cllr Prest and Cllr Stanley should consider the benefits 
of a contractor to do this work versus employing an individual.  This will inform any 
application for grant funding.  The Clerk to establish from Highways dept how many drains 
and culverts need to be maintained in the parish.   
 

11. Projector for future Planning Items – The Clerk updated on the position of Shillingford 
Parish Council who were researching the option of a fixed projector.  Therefore, the option 
of sharing with them to reduce costs was unlikely.  A discussion took place regarding the 
possible use of equipment in school and when meeting at the church, Cllr Turney has 
offered to print A3 copies of the plans for meetings. It was agreed to trial the school 
equipment at the next meeting, if agreed with the school administration. 

 
12. Commonwealth Day – 13 March 2017 – National and local council associations are trying 

to make this a special day. Doddiscombsleigh school are not planning anything but would 
be happy to participate if there are parish celebrations. Large cities and towns around the 
52 countries will be marking the event which falls on a Monday. The general feeling was 
that it was unlikely to be well supported and it was agreed not to take part.   

 
13. Parish Rights of Way – The Rights of Way officer from DCC has accepted an invitation to 

attend the next Parish Council meeting to do a presentation and advise on available 
funding. She has sent maps of the parish rights of way. It is the intention of the Parish 
Council to walk all the rights of way to assess condition. 

 
14. Clerk’s Correspondence – The Clerk reminded councilors about the bespoke planning 

course on 19 January which required their full attendance. 
 

15. Chairman’s Remarks – The Chairman thanked everyone for their participation. 
      

16.  Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 2 March 2017 at 7.30pm.  
 

Meeting concluded at 9.00pm.  
 

Signed..................................................................Chairman 

 


