
  

 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

Thursday 10th April 2014 at 7.30pm at Doddiscombsleigh Primary School 
  

Present:  Cllrs V Brook (Chairman), E Brook, J Le Marchant and M Porter 
 

In attendance: County Cllr Brook (who arrived at 8.18pm) together with 6 members of the public. 
 

Locum Clerk: Suzanna Hughes 
 

In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr V Brook was unanimously elected as Chairman for this meeting. 
 

Open Forum 
A parishioner questioned whether the Parish Council had made any progress in pursuing the 
recommendations of the Community Council of Devon in the Local Housing Needs Report for the 
parish, namely: 

 A provision of additional affordable housing is needed to meet local needs in the Parish of 
Doddiscombsleigh 

 The Parish should consider the options for pursuing a self build scheme in the Parish  

 The Parish should consider options for meeting the future needs of those not wishing to 
participate in the self build scheme needing affordable housing 

 
The parishioner was particularly interested in whether the Parish Council had yet pursued a self build 
scheme. 

 
Members explained that the process was in its very early stages and only one avenue had yet been 
explored – the opportunity put forward by The Nobody Inn for a small development which would 
include an element of affordable housing.  The Nobody Inn has applied to the Planning Advice Panel at 
the District Council to find out whether such a development is feasible and what the next step is. 
 
Members were informed that there were concerns in the parish about what was being proposed.  There 
was also concern expressed that the opportunity to put land forward for use for affordable housing had 
not been adequately promoted and that all landowners should be given the same opportunity.   
 

The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 7.57pm. 
 
04/2014.01 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 Cllr N Cupper 

 Cllr R Marsh 

 Cllr B Prest 

 District Cllr Purser 
 

04/2014.02 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members were reminded o f their responsibility to continually update their Notice of 
Registerable Interests and invited to state whether they have any interest in the items to be 
discussed during this meeting in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct 

 
No interests were declared. 
  

04/2014.03 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
No requests for dispensations were received. 
 



04/2014.04 RATIFICATION OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th March 2014 were approved by those 
members present and were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.   
 

04/2014.05 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Cllr Brook informed members that an Extraordinary Meeting of the full County Council had 
been arranged for Wednesday 14 May 2014 to allow members to discuss the various 
consultations that are currently open (youth services, mobile library services etc).   
 
He also advised that Highways were making progress with repairs – reported cases on A & B 
roads are down to 290.  However, 3000+ potholes are still to be filled on the minor road 
network.  The County is now filling more potholes than are being reported on a weekly basis.  
Some sub-contractors have been encouraged to go back and do work again if it is not up to 
standard.   

 
Cllr Brook informed members that, due to internal changes, he will be moving to the 
Development Management Committee and would no longer be sitting on the Farms Estates 
Committee. 
 
Finally, he informed members that the County budget is now secured. 

 
04/2014.06 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

Cllr Purser was unable to attend the meeting but sent a brief written report informing 

members that there was little to from the District Council in relation to the parish.  However, 

he advised that the Community Infrastructure Levy may well be approved by October and this 

could give parishes 15 - 25% of the levy to use for parish purposes. 

 
04/2014.07 DELEGATE REPORTS 

7.1 Cllr Le Marchant informed members that she had attended a recent meeting of TALC 
(Teignbridge Association of Local Councils) at which the issue of potholes was discussed 
at length. It was suggested that if repairs were thought not to have been carried out to 
a satisfactory standard, they should be reported to Devon County Council. 

 
7.2 Cllr Le Marchant advised that a grant application had been submitted to the War 

Memorials Trust on 25 March for the repainting the fading lettering.  Members agreed 
to accept the quote from Co-operative Memorials for £537 including VAT.  The grant, if 
successful, would fund 50% of the cost. 

  
7.3 Cllr Le Marchant presented three quotations for adding the name of Private Albert 

Carpenter to the war memorial.  After a brief discussion about the format, it was agreed 
to proceed with the quotation from Stonescript for 11 letters at a cost of £96.25.  It was 
further agreed that Steve Le Marchant be delegated to arrange the work etc with the 
contractor. 

  
04/2014.08 AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

Members noted the concerns raised in the open forum and agreed that the opportunity to put 
land forward for development of housing should be advertised more vigorously in the parish. 
 

 04/2014.09 PARISH WEBSITE 
Members were informed that Cllr Marsh had been working on a new design for the parish 
website and the proposed new design had been circulated to members by email.  The next 
stage will involve adding the words to the various sections and getting a working version done 
Members approved the cost of this work (quoted as £100) which will be undertaken by the 
host parishcouncil.net 



04/2014.10 RURAL AID 
  No projects were proposed. 
 
04/2014.11 FINANCE 

11.1 Invoice for Payment 
   Members present approved the following invoice for payment:  

   Cheque no 161 - £391.60 – S Hughes (Locum Clerk services Jan-April) 
   

11.2 DALC subscription 
Members approved the continued membership of DALC and noted that the payment of 
£63.02 would be deducted by the District Council from the first instalment of the 
precept. 
 

11.3  Audit 2013/14  
11.3.1 Members received and approved the Annual Accounts for 2013/14 and 

authorised the Chairman to sign the Accounting Statement and Annual 
Governance Statement in the Annual Return. 

 
11.3.2 Members agreed that they were confident that the current internal audit 

arrangements with Vic Baker provide excellent reassurance for the public that 
the financial systems are robust and fit for purpose. 

 
04/2014.14 HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS 

It was noted that it had been previously agreed that Cllrs Cupper and Marsh would carry out a 
survey of the potholes in the parish.  No further highways issues were reported. 

 
04/2014.15 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

As previously agreed, members were reminded that the Annual Parish Meeting would be held 
on 8th May at 7.30pm.  It was agreed that the clerk would liaise with the Cllr Cupper with regard 
to the agenda. 
   

04/2014.14 CORRESPONDENCE 
There were no items of correspondence. 

 
04/2014.15 CHAIRMAN’S ITEMS /ITEMS REQUIRING URGENT ATTENTION 

None. 
 
04/2014.16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on 8th May 2014 at 7.00pm in 
Doddiscombsleigh Primary School.  This would be immediately followed by the Annual Parish 
Meeting at 7.30pm. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm. 
 
 
 
 
Signed.................................................................. 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 



ADDENDUM 

It was agreed at the meeting of May 2014 at item 05/2104.07 that the following email be added to the 

minutes of the meeting in April 2014 as an addendum.  These observations relate to comments made in the 

Open Forum. 

‘There is no mention in the minutes of the Open Forum of the comments made by a member of the public who 
is part of the Steering Group, regarding the manner in which that group is functioning.  I have referred to my 
own notes of the meeting and he stated that: 
 
• no minutes are taken for the Steering Group meetings 
• two meetings have been held when he was not in attendance 
• there was an unwillingness to positively explore other sites for Affordable Homes but the Nobody Inn 

site was favoured 
• he and other members of the Steering Group feel that they are being 

‘steam-rollered’ into following a particular path and do not feel they are being listened to. 
 
He also stated that there needs to be transparency in the way the Steering Group and the PC deal with the 
Affordable Homes project. 
 
These are important points and failure to refer to them in the Minutes may reinforce the suggestion that there 
is a lack of transparency and that people are not being listened to’. 
 
 
 

 


