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MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday 11th July 2013 at 7.30pm at Woodah Farm, Doddiscombsleigh
Present:  Cllrs N Cupper (Chairman), E Brook, V Brook, J Le Marchant and B Prest
In attendance: 13 members of the public
Locum Clerk: Suzanna Hughes

Prior to the start of the meeting, members of the Parish Council along with those members of the public attending the meeting, were given a tour of Woodah Farm and the works that had been carried out by the Devon WildlifeTrust.
Open Forum
1. A parishioner reported that the road surface between La Ruche and Springfield had melted in the heat.  It was agreed that the clerk would report this to DCC Highways.  The Chairman also informed members of the public that they could also report highways issues direct to DCC by telephoning or via their website.

2. A parishioner referred to the questionnaires/surveys which the Parish Council intended to distribute and asked by what criteria will they be judged.  He stated that, in his view, how the question is posed is key.  The Chairman explained that ultimately it would be the decision of the Parish Council which would be guided by the responses to the questionnaire.  It was agreed that no other questionnaires/surveys would be distributed until after the Housing Needs Survey had been completed.
3. A parishioner suggested that the village noticeboard requires some attention.  Mr Ponti offered to have a look at it on behalf of the Parish Council.
4. Cllr Le Marchant informed members that she had spoken to Colin Gibbs about the seating for the bus shelters but that he had now found another use for them and was therefore unable to donate any seating.

5. Cllr Le Marchant informed members that she had contacted Teign Valley Responders to establish whether they still required funding and they had responded by letter informing her that it is their wish to purchase another kit and therefore any contribution would be gratefully received.  It was therefore agreed that a cheque for £100 (as agreed at the last meeting) would be forwarded to Teign Valley Responders and that they should be invited to attend the next meeting of the Parish Council in September.  

6. Cllr Le Marchant commented that she had found the planning seminar attended by all councillors at Teignbridge District Council most useful and informative and she proposed that a letter of thanks be sent to the officers in attendance from District Council and Lesley Smith, DAPC.
7. A plea for help was made to assist with the running of Doddiscombsleigh toddler group.  Anyone interested should contact 01392 253623.
The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 7.52pm.
07/2013.01
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
· District Cllr S Purser
07/2013.02
CASUAL VACANCY
Members received an application from Mark Porter to fill one of the casual vacancies.  It was agreed by the majority of members that his application should be accepted and that he should be co-opted as a member of the Parish Council until the date of the next ordinary elections.

07/2013.03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



There were no declarations of interests relating to any items on the agenda.

07/2013.04
REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS



There were no requests for dispensations.
07/2013.05
RATIFICATION OF MINUTES

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 13 June 2013 were approved and signed as a

true record of the meeting.

07/2013.06
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN



There were no nominations for Vice-Chairman at this time.



07/2013.07
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT



The District Councillor was not present.

07/2013.08
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT


The County Councillor was not present.

07/2013.09
DELEGATE REPORTS



There were no reports.

07/2013.10
MODEL PUBLICATION SCHEME
Members received, considered and adopted the Model Publication Scheme.



07/2013.11
FINANCE
Members approved cheques for payment (list of payments attached).
07/2013.12
HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY
The Chairman reported that he had received the housing needs surveys from the Community Council of Devon.  He advised members that to encourage parishioners to open the envelope containing the survey it was his intention, subject to their agreement, to add a sticker to the envelope indicating that it was from the Parish Council and that it was important to open it.  All members agreed that this was necessary in order to encourage participation in the survey.  He advised that parishioners would have one month to complete the form which they would then post back directly to the Community Council of Devon for analysis.  Copies would be distributed with September’s issue of the parish magazine and the remainder would be distributed door to door.  He advised the Parish Council may have to pay a small cost for delivery of these surveys which was agreed by all. 
07/2013.13
COMMUNITY RECREATIONAL USE OF THE SCHOOL GROUNDS AND PLAY EQUIPMENT 

Members received and approved the amended Memorandum of Understanding between Doddiscombsleigh Parish Council and Doddiscombsleigh Primary School Governing Body relating to the community recreational use of the school grounds and play equipment which had already been approved by the School Governors.
07/2013.14
SCHOOL FENCE

The Clerk advised that letters had been sent to DCC Highways, the school and the Chair of the Governors, as agreed in June’s meeting, but as yet no response has been received.
07/2013.15
VILLAGE PROJECTS


15.1
Raised footpath including outcome of Rural Aid application

Members were informed that a sum of £3,000 had been granted by Teignbridge District Council’s Rural Aid Committee towards the cost of improving the raised footpath between the Church and The Nobody Inn.  The Chairman advised that it was his intention to speak to the DCC Highways Officer, Simon Pearson, to confirm that what the Parish Council was proposing to do was acceptable.  As the cost of the project exceeded the amount of the grant, it was agreed that the Locum Clerk should contact the County and District Councillors to request support from their locality budgets. Finally, it was acknowledged that a third quote for the works still needs to be obtained.
15.2
Triangle Phase 2

The Chairman advised that Phase 2 involved planters and cosmetic works to the Triangle as well as a decision about whether the railings are to be put back.  A discussion ensued about how the views of parishioners should be obtained.  It was agreed this would be discussed further in September’s meeting.  It was also confirmed that Steve Le Marchant is in the process of applying for a grant to improve the lettering on the war memorial.
15.3
Bus Shelter

Members received a draft agreement for the use of the land for the bus shelter between the Parish Council and the landowner, Cllr V Brook.  It was agreed that the agreement should be approved by a solicitor before signing by either party.  
With regard to the necessary repairs to the bus shelter, members confirmed that there had been no further communication with Jan Jeffries about carrying out the repairs.  A discussion ensued about the works that were necessary and it was considered that replacement of the ridge tiles was a priority.  The Locum Clerk advised that, in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations, three quotes would be required if the cost of the works were to exceed £200.    Cllr V Brook also advised that the cob is split on the backside of the shelter.  It was therefore agreed to obtain a builder’s opinion about the work required on the roof and the condition of the cob and a report would be given at the next meeting.  

07/2013.16
COMMUNICATION STRATEGY AND WEBSITE

Members received and noted some suggestions made by Tony Porter about how the Parish Council might communicate with the parish. Some of the suggestions had already been implemented and further consideration to other suggestions would be considered at future meetings of the council.
07/2013.17
CORRESPONDENCE

17.1
The Locum Clerk advised that a Freedom of Information request had been made and that in order to respond by the deadline (19 July), the records held by the previous clerk or any other councillor needed to be supplied to her.  She advised that she had contacted the former clerk and he had agreed to supply the records as soon as he was able.
17.2
Members received and noted emailed correspondence about Haldon Travellers site.

17.3
Members received and noted details of a survey being carried out by Teignbridge 
District Council about the how its leisure centres are being used.  
17.4
Members received correspondence from Kenn Parish Council asking whether Doddiscombsleigh had been affected by the noise from an illegal rave.   Members advised that they had not been affected. 
07/2013.18
ITEMS REQUIRING URGENT ATTENTION
18.1
The Chairman asked members’ views about advertising the Dreamwood Charity Gala on the parish website advising that TDC’s enforcement officer, Stephen Hobbs, did not have an issue with the event being held.  Members agreed that the event could be advertised.
18.2
Cllr Le Marchant was asked whether she was happy to continue to place the agendas and minutes on the noticeboards. She advised that she was for the time being.
07/2013.19
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on 12 September at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.56pm.

Signed..................................................................
Cllr N Cupper, Chairman
11 July 2013, 07/2013.11
Approved payments

	Cheque no
	Payee
	Details
	Total amount approved

	151
	Cllr V Brook
	Reimbursement for works undertaken at the triangle:

- Cornerstones (granite kerb) £157.32

- Engraving of Jubilee stone £540

  (Deduct donations collected £295.94
	£401.38

	152
	Doddiscombsleigh Primary School
	Hire of school for Parish Council meetings:

April 2013 – March 2014 (11 meetings)
	£110.00

	153
	S Hughes
	Locum Clerk services: May – July 2013
	£508.72




