
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

Thursday 6 July 2017 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh School 
  

Present:  Cllr S Hewitt (V Chairman), Cllr J Ponti & Cllr L Turney, 5 members of the public. 
 
Clerk: Sarah Sharpe 
 
Open Forum – Linked to items 11 & 13. A member of the public raised the issues relating to parking 
at Haldon. Outside the forestry offices the parking on the road is obstructing through traffic and 
causing safety issues, particularly for children.  It is believed the parking costs are causing overspill 
onto the road.  Cllr Brook agreed to investigate this matter. 
 
Item 6.2 future use of playing field.  The member of the public reported that 2 Saturdays ago there 
was a lot of noise, the zip wire was being used. 6 children were present and no adult. The general 
consensus was that if the children were playing with no offensive language that should be celebrated.  
However, if things are getting out of hand it is expected that people take personal responsibility and 
ask for moderation. Cllr Turney confirmed that an annual survey has not taken place for some years 
to establish the impact on the local residence.  
 
The school has put up a new fence in Burnt Meadow.  There is a significant amount of damage and 
rubbish left by contractors.  It was advised that this should be taken up with the school. 
 
1. Apologies for Absence– Apologies from Cllr Plummer 
 
2. Declarations of Interest / Requests for Dispensations – Cllr Turney declared an interest in 
item 5 as the applicant. 
 
3. Ratification of Minutes of Previous Meeting (circulated) -  Ordinary meeting of 4 May 2017 & 
15 June (planning) – Signed and accepted as true records. 
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Turney All Agreed 
 
4. County & District Councillor’s Reports -  Cllr Brook stated that Trusham quarry has put in an 
application to secure an extension of the quarry. This gave an opportunity for the council to review all 
conditions. The quarry isn’t active at present and the application was granted.  Widening of A382 from 
Drum Bridges to Jetty Marsh. DCC will straighten and widen the road. This will not be in the 
immediate future but when funds permit.  TDC intend to develop 1500 houses at the Jetty Marsh end 
so this compliments their plan.  Cllr Brook has recently moved to the Corporate Scrutiny group.  Part 
of the task group work may include reviewing the Highways management of pot holes.  Cllr Brook 
hopes there is sufficient support to pursue this for the benefit of whole communities.  
 
TDC Cllr Ford stated the Ch Exec Nicola Bulbeck has moved on and will not be replaced. Phil Shears, 
a head of service, will be taking on that additional role responsibility. Cllr Ford has been elected as 
vice chair of Overview & Scrutiny committee.  This gives an opportunity to challenge and review 
spending of the council.  The mobile phone mast in Dunsford is now live and coverage in the parish 
should be improved.  Broadband phase II (connecting Devon and Somerset) is still not complete as 
there is one outstanding mast at Christow.  The date for this is unknown. It was agreed that this will 
be an agenda item at the next meeting. Instigated risk assessments to be carried out on all TDC 
housing following the Grenfell fire. Teign housing has some buildings with cladding and this is being 
reviewed. The major disaster plan is also being reviewed.  
  
5. Planning Application: 17/01712/CAN 
Location: Little Court 



 

 

Proposal: Height reduce a line of trees to clear overhead wires 
Applicant: Luke Turney & Vanessa Fraser 
Cllr Hewitt stated that as Cllr Turney had a declared interest, the meeting was not quorate for this 
item.  No observations would be submitted in relation to this application. 
 
6. Matters Arising 
6.1 Welcome Pack – Cllr Ponti presented a final draft of the welcome pack for comments.   This is 
the product of Cllr Ponti, Cllr Hewitt and Phil Russon.  Cllr Ponti suggested that instead of a bespoke 
welcome pack, the parish council considered putting the welcome letter in a complimentary copy of 
the parish magazine. It would cost 40 pence a copy for new households.  Cllr Hewitt stated she had 
reviewed welcome packs from other parish councils and composed a welcoming letter for 
Doddiscombsleigh. Members of the public were asked if they felt they would like a welcome pack.  It 
was agreed it shouldn’t duplicate what is in the parish magazine.  A letter from the parish council 
would be a good idea but keeping a welcome pack updated is a large administrative burden. Younger 
generations wouldn’t want paper information and everything else is on line.  A complimentary 
magazine with a welcoming letter from the parish council would be a nice gesture.  It was agreed that 
a welcome letter would be finalized to go with the newsletter.  Cllr Ponti to progress 
6.2 Community Use of School Playing Field – Cllr Turney stated this comes down to two aspects.  
Responsibilities in terms of inspection which means the school conducting an annual inspection 
with an accredited person.  This was last done on 31 March 2017. Weekly inspections by the school 
with a rep of the parish council attending once a quarter. Cllr Ponti attended an inspection last Friday 
(weekly school inspection) where some minor repair issues were raised. Cllr Ponti confirmed that 
there are no restricted areas on the MoU map and there is no requirement for children to be 
accompanied. Secondly the parish council should undertake a survey of people living in the 
vicinity.  The facility is well used by children which strengthens the case for giving them access.  It 
was agreed there was a need to assess any negative impact.  This needs to be done in a cost 
effective practical way. Cllr Turney believes that the feedback is already clear and the primary user 
families need to be approached and asked to be considerate of the neighbouring residents. If that 
doesn’t work a survey will be conducted for more detailed information.  Cllr Turney to progress. 
6.3 Website & Email – The Clerk stated that the parish council had been successful in their bid for 
Transparency grant funding to set up a new website.  A total of £817 has been approved but not yet 
received. This is made up of £449 set up costs, £16 a month for the first year to cover running costs 
and £240 to cover staffing/setup costs.  As the email account had been linked to the website, a new 
email address has been created.  The Clerk will continue to periodically monitor the old address whilst 
it is still functional. The website needs to be commissioned.  Discussion took place as to whether it 
should have a village element.  It was decided initially that we should replicate the existing website on 
a new platform.  Phil Russon agreed to progress.  
6.4 Rural Aid Funding Application – Cllr Hewitt stated that she did not receive a call from TDC Cllr 
Ford to give her the time for the site meeting.  We understand the site meeting took place and a 
meeting to consider all applications will take place on 12 July 
 
7. Finance 
7.1 Report – The Clerk reported the bank balance as £7,890.75 on 22 June.   A VAT claim has been 
sent to HMRC for £498.70 VAT. The first CIL payment of £350.71 is credited to the account and the 
parish council needs to consider how this will be invested in the community 
7.2 Approval of Expenditure – Clerk’s salary and disbursements – Net salary £694.96, expenses 
associated with working from home £24.99, HMRC £195.20, mileage 45 miles £20.25, Broadband 
£15.  The additional hours in this quarter are attributed to the computer issues, delivery and collection 
re repair, data loss, reinstating the archive, audit work and management of a complaint. The clerk’s 
timesheet had been circulated to all members of the parish council who were satisfied with the detail. 
7.3 HSBC Mandate – With the recent councillor resignations, the parish council only has one 
approved signatory left and the account needs a minimum of two.  It was agreed that Cllrs Hewitt, 
Turney and Ponti would be added. 
7.4 PAYE Agent – The Clerk reported that the current PAYE agent is retiring. The payroll is being 
transferred to an accounting firm. It may be that next year cost will go up as it will be moving from a 
charity to a commercial enterprise.  
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Turney All Agreed 
 
8. Resignation of Cllr Prest & Cllr Porter –  
-The following responsibilities were reassigned:  



 

 

Planning – Cllr Turney 
Highways – Cllr Hewitt 
Church – Cllr Hewitt 
Emergency Planning – Cllr Plummer 
Tree warden – To be reviewed at the next meeting 
The task of arranging the jet clearance of the blocked culverts was reassigned to Cllr Hewitt 
 
9. Allocation of Future Project Lead Responsibility-  

• Cheese & wine event (village think tank) Due to the restricted members currently on the parish 
council this project has been deferred. 

• Restoration of public rights of way. This is to be incorporated in the P3 Agreement. 

• Festival to walk the bounds. This hasn’t been done for many years. Landowners need to permit 
access and it is believed that the boundary would be difficult to access in many places. A previous 
attempt to beat the bounds was unsuccessful for this reason the matter was deferred. 

• Exploring the expansion of the school fete to a wider Doddiscombsleigh parish event – It was 
decided that this should be carried forward to the next agenda to allow time for people to be 
canvassed and relevant people can attend to contribute to the discussion. Sara Ponti offered to liaise 
with the school and the church. 

• Church activities that we could help support – Cllr Hewitt to contact Janet Brooks 

• Community firework event- This event didn’t run last year.  There is a kitty of £250 if someone 
wants to take this on.  It is felt that there are a number of other competing local firework events. Sara 
Ponti will re advertise in the parish magazine for a new organizer and if not the proceeds will go to the 
church and the school. 
 
10. Community Noticeboard – Cllr Hewitt reported shortage of space.  Notices are pinned in the 
bus shelter due to no space elsewhere.  Cllr Hewitt proposed that the parish council provides more 
space for the community to post items.  Two noticeboards could be put up in the bus shelter.  
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Ponti All agreed 
 
11. Haldon Forest Event – Cllr Ponti reported the Forestry Commission are planning to revamp the 
carpark to fit an additional 380 spaces.  The entrance egress is being changed to improve traffic flow. 
They are aiming to expand their business. They currently have 430,000 visitors a year on the same 
access roads. 
 
12. Signature of P3 Agreement for Maintenance of our Rights of Way -  This agreement with 
DCC was signed on behalf of the parish council.  It will enable grant funding and work to be carried 
out to restore the parish rights of way and improve accessibility. 
 
13. Highways and Footpaths – A member of the public mentioned that Vic Brooks has recently 
cleared a tree blocking a footpath and the parish council extend their thanks to him. 
 
14. Clerks Correspondence – Nothing raised.  

15. Chairman’s Remarks – The Vice Chairman read out a statement.  Doddiscombsleigh parish 
council received a complaint regarding a planning matter.  It related to an allegation of an informal 
conversation with the case officer.  This conversation was not representative of the parish council who 
had agree to offer no observations. As a parish council, we do not hold informal conversations and we 
follow set practices and procedures.  We have taken professional legal advice and have now 
discharged our obligations in relation to this matter.  We have written to TDC Senior Planning officer 
asking that the planning matter is reviewed if the conversation affected the final decision. 
 
16. Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 7th September 2017 at 7.30pm 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50pm. 

 
 
 
Signed.................................................................. 



 

 

 
V Chairman  


