
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

Thursday 13th February 2014 at 7.30pm at Doddiscombsleigh Primary School 
  

Present:  Cllrs N Cupper (Chairman), E Brook, V Brook, J Le Marchant, M Porter and B Prest 
 

In attendance: County Cllr Brook, District Cllr Purser together with 5 members of the public. 
 

Locum Clerk: Suzanna Hughes 
 

Open Forum 
No member of the public wished to address the Council. 
 

The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 7.31pm. 
 

02/2014.01 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 Cllr R Marsh 
  

02/2014.02 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members were reminded of their responsibility to continually update their Notice of 
Registerable Interests and invited to state whether they have any interest in the items to be 
discussed during this meeting in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct 

 
No interests were declared. 
  

02/2014.03 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
No requests for dispensations were received. 
  

02/2014.04 RATIFICATION OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9 January 2014 were approved and 
signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.   
 

02/2014.05 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Cllr Brook reported that the budget process was underway and advised that £100m had to be 
saved over the next 3 years.  He informed members that anything which the County Council is 
not statutorily obliged to provide would be under threat, e.g. youth provision, meals on wheels 
and mobile libraries.  The County is looking at ways by which these services could be provided 
without the cost. He stressed that hard times were ahead and that parishes would need to start 
looking at ways to help themselves. 

 
02/2014.06 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

Cllr Purser informed members that it was likely that Teignbridge District Council would not be 
increasing council tax though, like the County Council, it is having to make savings.  Car parking 
charges will increase.  It is hoped that one floor of Forde House would be let out generating 
£40,000 - £50,000 per annum.  Cllr Purser advised that TDC would recover costs incurred as a 



 

 

result of recent flooding through the Bellwin scheme.  The public toilets in Christow would 
close unless the Parish Council agrees to take them over from the District.  Finally, he informed 
members that the criteria for applications to the Elector Fund had changed allowing Parish 
Council’s to apply on their own with only a letter of support from an adjacent parish.  
 

02/2014.07 DELEGATE REPORTS 
No reports.  

 
02/2014.08 AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

The Chairman informed members that he had attended a meeting with Sue Burdge of The 
Nobody Inn together with her architect and planner.  The meeting was also attended by Cllr Le 
Marchant.  [This followed a meeting attended by Cllr Cupper, Cllr Le Marchant, Cllr Porter, 
Janet Brook and John Holman which had been arranged to agree views to put to Sue]. 
 
The Chairman advised that whilst no plans had been drawn up as yet, the architect and planner 
were very keen to take into account the wishes of the parish at all stages.  Neighbouring 
properties would also be consulted as a priority.  He emphasised that there would therefore be 
a lot of opportunities for parishioners to comment.  He did not know at this stage how many 
properties were being proposed but there is an intention to make half of the houses 
‘affordable’ which means there would be a 30% reduction in the cost of the houses compared 
with market value, in perpetuity.  As yet, it was unknown whether they would be available for 
rental or purchase.  There was also a discussion about whether there was a need to advertise 
to other landowners the opportunity to offer land for affordable housing.  It was agreed that 
there was no requirement to do this and that the Parish Council’s duty was to respond to the 
Housing Needs Survey by delivering affordable housing in the most efficient way.  As yet, no 
other land had been offered. The issues of an appropriate lettings policy (if the properties are 
to be let) and s106 monies were also discussed.  There was some criticism that not all 
interested parties had been included in this initial meeting.   It was therefore formally agreed 
that the Steering Group comprises of Cllr Cupper, Cllr Le Marchant, Cllr Porter, Phil Russon, 
Sarah Stanley, Janet Brook and John Holman.    
 

02/2014.09 BUS SHELTER 
The Chairman reported that cracks had appeared on all corners and back wall of the bus 
shelter.  He advised that two experienced cob companies had been approached for advice and 
a cost for repairs.  He informed members that depending on their advice, urgent action might 
need to be taken before the next meeting but that he would keep everyone informed.  

 
 02/2014.10 PARISH WEBSITE 

In the absence of Cllr Marsh, this item was deferred until next month.  It was noted, however, 
that an advert had been published on the noticeboards and would appear in the next edition of 
the parish magazine for a website editor and website content contributors. 
  

02/2014.11 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting would be held on Thursday 8th May prior to the 
monthly Parish Council meeting.  The subject for the meeting would be Affordable Housing by 
which time it was hoped there would be some plans to discuss. 

 
02/2014.12 TDC CONSULTATION – TEIGNBRIDGE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY 



 

 

Members questioned whether the proposals were feasible in terms of cost.  It was also noted 
that there was little reference to rural villages which may have their own green issues and 
which therefore could be incorporated into this strategy. 

   
02/2014.13 HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS 

Members commented that the lengthsman service was insufficient.  The lack of gulley cleaning 
was causing excess water on the road which consequently is damaging the road surfaces - all of 
which is false economy, particularly as members of the public are claiming costs from DCC for 
damage to their vehicles caused by potholes. 
  

 
02/2014.14 CORRESPONDENCE 

There were no further items of correspondence. 
 
02/2014.15 CHAIRMAN’S ITEMS / ITEMS REQUIRING URGENT ATTENTION 

The Chairman advised that the Locum Clerk would be unavailable to clerk the next meeting.  It 
was therefore agreed that Cllr Le Marchant would act as clerk at the next meeting on 13 March 
2014. 
 
With regard to the commemoration of the start of the First World War, the Chairman informed 
members that the school did not have any plans to mark this.  After a short discussion, it was 
felt that, whilst the Royal British Legion would send poppy seed which could be scattered on 
the Triangle, no further commemoration would be planned. 
 
It was reported that dog fouling was still an ongoing issue particularly on the raised footpath 
and on the Triangle and that dog owners who failed to pick up after their dog should be ‘named 
and shamed’. 
 

02/2014.16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on 13 March 2014 at 7.30pm in 
Doddiscombsleigh Primary School. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15pm. 
 
 
 
 
Signed.................................................................. 
Chairman 
 


