
 

  

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

Thursday 15th January 2015 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School  
   

Present:  Cllrs N Cupper (Chairman), V Brook, J Le Marchant, M Porter, B Prest and S Stanley  

  

In attendance:  4 members of the public  

    

Locum Clerk: Suzanna Hughes  

  

Open Forum  

Phil Russon informed members that the verge on the corner of Burnt Meadows is churned up.  It was confirmed 

that this land is privately owned.  He also advised that a number of potholes were reported a couple of months 

ago using the online system.  It seems that some of these are now showing as completed even though they 

haven’t been.  Apparently, once it has been referred to South West Highways, DCC mark it as completed.  It was 

agreed that this is somewhat misleading.   Further, some potholes were filled before Christmas.  However, these 

have already broken up and need repairing again.  It was agreed that both issues would be raised with Highways 

Officer for the parish, Simon Pearson.   

  

Cllr V Brook commented on the signpost into Doddiscombsleigh (the one into the village off the road which 

leads down from Haldon Belvedere) which reads ‘Doddis-Combsleigh’.  It was requested that the sign is 

corrected so that even if the name has to be split, the ‘c’ at the start of ‘combsleigh’ should be lower case.  It 

was also noted that the new ‘Christow’ sign had been spelt incorrectly (missing an ‘h’).  Both matters would be 

reported to Simon Pearson.   

  

The Chairman reported that with regard to the Haldon Travellers Site, a judge has now granted TDC a possession 

order which is enforceable after 26 January.  There are half a dozen single men left on site and hopefully they 

will have left by 26 January.  If not, eviction will take place soon after the 26th.  The new site is up and running 

and filling up.  The old site will eventually be restored to forest.  

  

The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 7.48pm.  

  

01/2015.01  

   

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

• Cllr E Brook    

• District Cllr S Purser   

01/2015.02  

  

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

There were no declarations of interest.  

01/2015.03  

  

REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS  

There were no requests for dispensations.   

  

 



01/2015.04  RATIFICATION OF MINUTES  

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4 December 2014 were approved by those 

present and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.  

  

  

 

01/2015.05  

  

  

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT  

Cllr Purser was unable to attend the meeting but sent a written report informing members that 
Teignbridge District Council is currently into budget setting.  There is a public consultation on the 
proposals should parishioners wish to comment. It is unlikely that TDC will be increasing its 
council tax in 2015/16.  Fees and car park charges are not increasing and the £35 charge for those 
who want their garden waste collected will be implemented some time this year.  Significant 
investment has been made in waste recycling and new refuse vehicles.  

TDC, Exeter City Council and East Devon District Council are discussing closer co-operation on 

strategy for the future, the buzz word being ‘visioning’.  

01/2015.06  

  

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT  

Cllr Jerry Brook was unable to attend the meeting but sent a written report stating that there is   

very little to report from the County Council currently.  It is working towards the proposed budget 

for 2015/16 which will mean changes in service delivery as central government progresses its debt 

reduction programme.  

01/2015.07  

  

DELEGATE REPORTS  

Cllr Le Marchant reported on the Teign Valley Hall and informed members that many of the 

Trustees are no longer living in the village or are retired and therefore the Charity Commission is 

looking into the legality of that.  The hall has a new bookings clerk and they are looking into 

producing a leaflet to encourage bookings.  The hall currently has no receptacles for recycling.  

01/2015.08  

  

PLANNING  

8.1   New planning applications/appeals:  

8.1.1  14/03753/CLDE – Hereford Cottage, Road from Hereford Cottage to Sextons Cross,  

Doddiscombsleigh  

Certificate of Lawfulness for existing change of use of land to domestic garden  

  

Members had no objections to this application.  

     

  

8.2   Decisions:  

8.2.1  14/03278/FUL – Half Acre, Doddiscombsleigh  

Demolition of bungalow and replace with 2 detached dwellings  



    

  

  

    Members noted that TDC has refused to grant planning permission.  

The Chairman expressed concern that the reason for refusal was that it is 
considered unsustainable when there is already a house there.  
  

Cllr Le Marchant also raised concerns about correspondence which had been sent 

by the Chairman, in his capacity of Chairman of the Parish Council, relating to this 

application, which she considered inappropriate.  As a member of the Parish 

Council she, along with other members, had not agreed for this correspondence to 

be sent under the auspices of the Parish Council.  Cllr Le Marchant also considered 

the content of the letter as inappropriate and suggested that the Chairman owed 

the applicant an apology.  The Chairman apologised to members for not copying 

them in to the letter but the issues he had raised had been brought to his attention 

by parishioners and that he was merely drawing their concerns to the planning 

department’s attention on their behalf.    

  8.2.2  14/02969/NPA – Spanish Lake Farm, Doddiscombsleigh  

        Application for Prior Approval under Part 3 Class MB (a) and paragraph N of  

the GPDO for change of use of a barn from agricultural use to a dwelling  

  

  

  
Members noted that TDC has refused to grant Prior Approval.  

  

The Chairman expressed further concern that this application had been refused on 
the grounds of unsustainability as the property is within easy walking distance to 
the school and pub and there is a house there already.  
  

After brief discussion, the Chairman suggested that he would draft  a letter to 

TDC’s Business Manager (Planning),  Nick Davies, expressing his concerns about this 

decision.  He stated that he would circulate the draft to members prior to sending 

it.  

      8.2.3  14/02475/OUT – Matthews Farm, Dunsford  

    

  

    Agricultural worker’s dwelling (approval sought for access  

    

  

    Members noted that TDC has granted conditional planning permission.  

01/2015.09  VILLAGE TRIANGLE  

Members considered a request that the issue of replacing the railings around the Triangle be 

debated again.  The Chairman advised that the response to a previous consultation had been 

minimal and inconclusive and therefore the Parish Council had agreed not to replace them.  There 

has been occasions recently when lorries have driven over the grass, vehicles have parked on it 

and there have been incidents of dog fouling.  The Chairman therefore asked members to 

consider whether they believed it necessary to consult with the parish again by way of a 

questionnaire.  After a brief discussion, it was agreed that a questionnaire was unlikely to produce 

a different response and therefore was not supported.  Alternatives to railings were then 

discussed including individual stones which could be spaced out around the perimeter of the 

Triangle to prevent vehicles parking or driving on the grass.  It was agreed, however, that the 

issue of dog fouling would still need to be addressed.  

      



01/2015.10  AFFORDABLE HOUSING  

The Chairman reported that the Affordable Housing website is up and running (this can be viewed 

at http://doddi-aho.me/ ).   He further stated that the Steering Group would like to give a 

presentation to the parish and the Council at the Annual Parish Meeting.    

  

01/2015.11      ‘SMARTEN UP DODDI SCHEME’ (SUDS)  

The Chairman reported that he has sent an email to try and arrange a meeting with members of 

the working party and hoped to be able to report at the next meeting.  

   

01/2015.12  ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

It was agreed that the meeting would be held on Thursday 12th March in Doddiscombsleigh 
Primary School at 7.30pm (on the rising of March’s Parish Council meeting which will start at 

7.00pm).  It was agreed that the Affordable Housing Steering Group would give a presentation.  
  

01/2015.13   

  

HIGHWAYS & FOOTPATHS  

Refer to open forum.  No further issues were reported.  

01/2015.14  CORRESPONDENCE  

14.1  Members were informed that TDC is seeking views on their budget proposals for 2015/16. 

The survey will be open until Friday 13 February and can be viewed at  

www.teignbridge.gov.uk/liveconsultations  

  

14.2  Members were informed of a major cycle race which will be passing through the parish on 

the weekend of 28/29 March.  

   

01/2015.15  

  

   

  

ITEMS REQUIRING URGENT ATTENTION  

[Members were reminded that they have not received the statutory notice of this business to be 
transacted and should therefore recognise that any decision made may be taken to be unlawful if 
challenged in the future]  

15.1  Members approved a payment of £170 for the hire of the school for 11 Parish Council 
meetings and 6 Affordable Housing Steering Group meetings in 2014/15 (Cheque no 168)  

15.2  The Chairman sought approval for a member of the Affordable Housing Steering Group to 

claim his train fare of £13.95 in order for him to attend a seminar about how to form a 

Community Land Trust.  This was agreed.  

01/2015.16  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

It was confirmed that the date of the next meeting will be Thursday 12 February 2015 at 7.30pm 

in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School.  

  

  

The Chairman closed the meeting in Part I at 8.45pm.  

  

  

Part II  
Members of the public and press were excluded from this meeting as the items under discussion contain 

information exempt under Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12A  

  

http://doddi-aho.me/
http://www.doddi-ah.btck.co.uk/
http://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/liveconsultations
http://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/liveconsultations


01/2015.17   LOCUM CLERK  

Members discussed a proposal relating to the employment of the Locum Clerk on a permanent 

basis.  After discussion, it was agreed that the proposal be accepted and that the Locum Clerk, 

Suzanna Hughes, becomes the permanent clerk to the Parish Council.  Terms of employment will 

be set out in an Employment Contract to be signed at the next meeting.    

  

The Chairman closed the meeting in Part II at 9.20pm.  

  

  

  

  

Signed..................................................................  


