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MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday 13th June 2013 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School

Present:  Cllrs N Cupper (Chairman), E Brook, V Brook, J Le Marchant and B Prest
In attendance: District Cllr S Purser and 18 members of the public
Locum Clerk: Suzanna Hughes

Election of Chairman

Before the meeting, members elected a Chairman from their midst.  It was proposed by Cllr V Brook, seconded by Cllr Prest and agreed unanimously by those members present that Cllr Cupper is elected Chairman for this meeting.
Cllr Cupper informed members that he was prepared to take the Chair until the next Annual Meeting of the Council (May 2014) which was unanimously supported by all members present.

Open Forum
1. Tony Porter asked for clarification about what had happened with the Rural Aid bid.  The Locum Clerk confirmed that an application for funding towards the costs of the raised footpath had been submitted and was supported by one quotation.  As three quotations were required, if a grant was made it may be subject to two further quotations being obtained.  Cllr Purser added that the £55,000 was available in the Rural Aid grant fund and that the value of application received was £78,000.  The Chairman advised that they had struggled to obtain three quotations but would continue to source them and some alternative businesses were then suggested by members of the public.  Cllr Le Marchant asked why the written schedule of works had not been presented to other members.  Cllr V Brook explained that time had prevented this at the last meeting.  The Locum Clerk advised that the schedule works as drafted for the Rural Aid application could be circulated to members for their information. Mr Porter stated that specialist advice about this project could be obtained from DCC if needed. 
2. A parishioner asked which councillor would be acting as the highways representative as there was a missing manhole cover which needed reporting.  The Locum Clerk offered to report highways issues direct to the Highways Officer for this parish [Simon Pearson]. 

3. The owners of Dreamwood, Ashton, informed those present that they were holding an Open Day/ fundraising event on Sunday 11 August from 12 noon and that all were welcome.
4. The Chairman was asked to clarify how the Council’s budget was to be allocated.

5. Questions were raised about the new school fence and were advised that schools are allowed 2m fences if visibility is not compromised.

6. A lively discussion took place regarding the bus shelter maintenance during which a member of the public reminded those present that members of the Parish Council and the public need to work together in a constructive and positive way looking forwards not backwards.  These comments were supported by those present. It was observed that it was not minuted in March’s minutes that Mike Hedley was part of the bus-shelter working group/committee.
The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 8.02pm.
06/2013.01
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
All members were present.
06/2013.02
RESIGNATION

Members received the resignation of Cllr Porter.  The Chairman commented that this was a great shame as Cllr Porter had a lot to offer the Council.  Cllr Brook gave a vote of thanks to Cllr Porter which was supported by all members and Cllr Le Marchant also wished for her appreciation of Cllr Porter’s contribution to be recorded.
06/2013.03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



There were no declarations of interests relating to any items on the agenda.

06/2013.04
REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS



There were no requests for dispensations.
06/2013.05
RATIFICATION OF MINUTES

5.1
The minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9 May 2013 were approved and signed as a true record of the meeting after one minor amendment was made adding Mike Hedley to the list of members of the Triangle Committee.
5.2
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 23 May 2013 were approved and signed as a true record of the meeting.

06/2013.06
GOVERNANCE DOCUMENTS


6.1
General and Financial Risk Management
Members received, considered and adopted the General and Financial Risk Assessment.



6.2
Statement of Internal Control

Members received, considered and adopted the Statement of Internal Control.



6.3
Model Publication Scheme
Members agreed to defer this item until next month to allow time to consider the document presented.

06/2013.07
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Cllr Purser informed members that Teignbridge District Council had elected a new chairman (Cllr Rosalind Prowse) and vice chairman (Cllr Joan Lambert).  The new portfolio holder for Health and Well Being is Cllr Sylvia Russell.  The management team is being reduced from 17 to 12.  Sue Aggett has been promoted to business lead for housing and will therefore be moving away from her present role as monitoring officer.  A new monitoring officer will be appointed.  He finally advised that an £8.6 million scheme was being undertaken to recharge sand at Dawlish Warren.
06/2013.08
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT


The County Councillor was not present.
06/2013.09
DELEGATE REPORTS

No reports.
06/2013.10      PLANNING



10.1
New applications/appeals




10.1.1
13/1428/AGR – Whitemoor Farm, Doddiscombsleigh





Extension to store





It was reported that this application had already been approved.
[The Locum Clerk advised members that she would contact Teignbridge District Council to ensure that all hard copies of planning applications were sent to her].      

10.2
Other planning matters





10.2.1
Cllr Le Marchant advised members that 8 July was the date agreed for the  


planning seminar with TDC officers and Lesley Smith, DALC, subject to members of this Parish Council being able to attend.  All members agreed they would be able to attend and the preferred time was 4.30pm.  Cllr Le Marchant would confirm this arrangement with the District Council.
06/2013.11  
FINANCE
11.1 
Budget Review 2013/14

It was agreed that there was currently nothing new to review though this may change next month after the Rural Aid Committee have met in July.  
11.2
County and District Councillor grants
Cllr Purser advised members that grants are available from him as the District Councillor and from the County Councillor and should the Parish Council wish to pursue a specific project and require funding it should approach either or both councillor at that time.
06/2013.12
HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY
Members had received a draft survey and letter from John Scott, Community Council of Devon, by email for their perusal prior to this meeting.  After a discussion it was agreed that the survey and letter should be distributed with some additions including an offer of the Parish Council’s help in completing the form should parishioners require this, that by completing the survey there is no commitment and an explanation about the relationship between affordable housing and thriving communities. It was further agreed that the Parish Council’s contribution towards the costs of this exercise (£300) should be negotiated down by the Chairman.  Members then considered when the survey should be distributed and it was agreed that they should be delivered by CCD in August and distributed with September’s parish magazine.
06/2013.13
VILLAGE QUESTIONNAIRE/SURVEY
As suggested at the Annual Parish Meeting, members considered whether to distribute a Parish Council questionnaire with the Housing Needs Survey to ask parishioners’ views on other parish matters such as whether they wished the Triangle railings to be reinstated.  After a short discussion, it was agreed that this issue should be dealt with separately and not at the same time as the Housing Needs Survey.
06/2013.14
COMMUNITY RECREATIONAL USE OF THE SCHOOL GROUNDS AND PLAY EQUIPMENT 
The Chairman invited Tony Porter to update members about some amendments to the Memorandum of understanding between Doddiscombsleigh Parish Council and Doddiscombsleigh Primary School Governing Body in respect of the community recreational use of the school grounds and play equipment.  The amendments relate to comments from Devon County Council in terms of their interest as owners of the site.  It was agreed that the proposed amendments would be made to the Memorandum for consideration and approval by members at the next meeting.
06/2013.15
COMMUNICATION STRATEGY AND WEBSITE

Members discussed how these would be taken forward now that Tony Porter had resigned from the Parish Council.  After a discussion, Tony Porter offered to put some ideas together despite not being a member of the Parish Council for consideration at the next meeting and Phil Russon agreed to keep the website ‘ticking over’ as time allowed. 
06/2013.16
VILLAGE PROJECTS


Members reviewed the following projects:

16.1 
Triangle Phase 2
Cllr V Brook provided a summary of works he had undertaken together with costs relating to Phase 1 of the Triangle project.   He advised that he had been given a contingency fund of £250 to take the railings down.  He paid £100 for this to be done and the railings were then sold for £100.  He bought three cornerstones for £157.32 (not yet reimbursed), he acquired the Jubilee stone which was engraved (£540, not yet reimbursed).  He informed members that donations towards these costs were also collected (£295.94).  A sum of £401.38 was therefore owing to him for costs which he had incurred on behalf of the Parish Council undertaking this project.  
Steve Le Marchant advised that he was in the process of submitting an application for funding to improve the lettering on the war memorial.  All members were happy for him to proceed with this. 
16.2
Bus Shelter maintenance
It was agreed that the works as proposed in the bus shelter maintenance report should go ahead as soon as possible.  Cllr V Brook advised that he had spoken to Mr Jan Jeffries who was undertaking the repairs but he had not yet committed himself to a date.  It was agreed that if the Council had not heard from in by July’s meeting, alternative action would have to be agreed.   It was also reported that Colin Gibbs had agreed to provide seats and Cllr Le Marchant agreed that she would follow this up.  Cllr V Brook advised that a lease had not yet been entered into for the land on which the bus shelter was sited which belongs to him.  Duncan Mitchell agreed that he would resend the draft lease to him for his consideration.
16.3
Contributions to charity
It was debated whether this Council was in a position to make any grants to local charities and was agreed that as the Council was in the process of undertaking some major village projects a decision to grant money to other organisations should be deferred until the end of the financial year.   It was pointed out that the Council had already offered a grant to Teign Valley Responders and that this should be made if still required by the organisation.  A sum of £100 was agreed.

06/2013.17
RECRUITMENT OF PERMANENT CLERK TO THE COUNCIL

Members discussed the need to recruit a permanent clerk to the Council, the Clerk advising that before the position could be advertised, decisions would have to be made regarding terms (e.g. number of hours, salary etc).  The Clerk advised that she had received an expression of interest for the position and members agreed that this person should be informed that the current arrangements would continue until at least the end of the year.
06/2013.18
CORRESPONDENCE



There were no further items of correspondence.

06/2013.19
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held at Woodah Farm.  The Chairman would confirm arrangements with the owner.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm.

Signed..................................................................
Chairman

