
 
 

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Thursday 10th September 2015 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School 
  

Present:  Cllrs S Stanley (Chairman), T Baker, H Beard (from item 5), M Porter, B Prest, D Swain & L Turney 
 
In attendance:  District Cllr A Ford & 10 members of the public 
  
Clerk: Suzanna Hughes 
 

Open Forum  
The Chairman thanked members of the public for attending and invited those present to raise any issues they 
had. 
 
Phil Russon asked Cllr Swain to clarify what he meant when he stated in recent correspondence that there was a 
reluctance from parishioners to join the Parish Council.  Cllr Swain responded that only two parishioners had 
stood at the elections and when these were re-run only a further two had stood which implied a reluctance or 
unwillingness to be involved. 
 
Sarah Ponti informed members that the village fireworks event will take place on 5th November on the pub field 
starting at 6.00pm.  The proceeds will be split between the pre-school and the church. 
 
Vic Brook asked about broadband and how this could be improved for the parish. District Cllr Ford informed 
members that there is a meeting planned at TDC to discuss plans for the Teign Valley and that the government is 
in talks with satellite providers.    The issue for this parish is speed and it was noted that some parishioners were 
already using satellite to improve their broadband speeds.  Phil Russon believed that Airfibre (Torbay Telecom) 
had contacted the Church through Janet Brook with regards to placing a satellite dish upon Doddiscombsleigh 
Church, just as they had in Dunsford.   
 
Vic Brook expressed concern about the cost of running and maintaining the church.  He informed members that 
recent roof repairs had cost £12,000.  He pointed out that this was a facility for the parish and made a plea to 
parishioners for funds.  Helen Beard suggested that thought should be given to other ways of using the church 
for community events, concerts etc.  It was pointed out that the church does not have toilet facilities which 
therefore restricts how it can be used. 
 
Kevin Bridgeman informed members that when the metal gate at the top of Tick Lane was destroyed the 
channel at the edge of the road was concreted and tarmaced.  The soil has now washed out leaving a sharp edge 
along the concrete trench.   It was agreed that the clerk would report this to the Highways Officer. 
 
Phil Russon reminded members that alterations to the website should go through the clerk. 
 
The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 7.24pm. 
 
09/2015.01 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
  There were no apologies for absence. 
  



09/2015.02 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 
09/2015.03 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 

There were no requests for dispensations.  
 
09/2015.04 MINUTES 

4.1 The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 30 June 2015 were approved by those 
present and voting and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record. 

 
4.2 The minutes of the Planning meeting held on 13 August 2015 were approved by those 

present and voting and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record. 
 
09/2015.05 CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR 

Members received three applications for the one casual vacancy.  Following a show of hands, it 
was agreed by a majority of members present and voting that Helen Beard is elected to join the 
Council as a co-opted member.   

 
The Chairman congratulated Helen and upon signing her Declaration of Acceptance of Office, 
invited her to join the meeting.    
  

09/2015.06 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Cllr Ford informed members that because of the summer break, there was nothing of relevance 
to report.  Full Council will be meeting on 21 September which she would be attending.  She 
advised that with the changes to the Recycling Service, she could invite someone from TDC to 
speak to the parish about the new service.  This offer was declined as members were satisfied 
that details of the scheme had been clearly explained in TDC’s leaflet. 
 

09/2015.07 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
No report. 
 

09/2015.08 REVIEW OF POLICIES AND GOVERNANCE DOCUMENTS 
8.1  Standing Orders 

Members reviewed the Council’s Standing Orders and agreed one minor amendment to a 
reference to the Chairman being referred to as ‘he’. 
 

8.2   Financial Regulations 
Members reviewed the Council’s Financial Regulations and agreed no changes. 

8.3 General and Financial Risk Assessment 
Members reviewed the Council’s General and Financial Risk Assessment and agreed a 

minor amendment to a reference to the bus shelter repairs now being complete rather 

than ongoing. 

8.4  Fixed Asset Register 
Members reviewed the Council’s Fixed Assets Register and agreed no changes. 

  8.5  Statement of Internal Control 
Members reviewed the Council’s Statement of Internal Control and agreed no changes. 

09/2015.09 PLANNING 
9.1 New applications 

There were no new applications. 



  9.2 Decisions  
 9.2.1 15/02093/AGR – Whitemoor Farm, Doddiscombsleigh 

Two pole barns for forestry use 
 

Members noted that Teignbridge District Council has given Prior Approval for these 
works 

 
  9.2.2 15/01404/FUL – Kerry, Sheldon Lane, Doddiscombsleigh 
   Two storey extension 
 
   Members noted that TDC has granted conditional planning permission 
 
  9.2.3 15/01059/FUL – Half Acre, Doddiscombsleigh 

Removal of the existing bungalow and the construction of two detached dwellings 
 

   Members noted that TDC has granted conditional planning permission 
      

Cllr Swain expressed concern that the Parish Council’s carefully considered 
comments appeared to have been ignored by TDC.  As a neighbour of the property, 
Kevin Bridgeman was asked whether the conditions of the planning approval dealt 
satisfactorily with the concerns that had been raised.  In his view, he thought that 
the access issues had been dealt with but there were concerns about how TDC 
could verify whether the conditions relating to the drainage had been followed as 
the work was underground.  A lengthy discussion ensued questioning TDC’s 
processes for determining planning applications and whether they had been 
followed in this case.  The matter was concluded by Cllr Ford offering to speak to 
the planning officers for clarification and reassurance and to express the parish’s 
concerns. 
 

9.3 The Chairman opened up a discussion about how planning applications are dealt 
with in this parish.  She expressed concern that there had been a number of 
planning applications submitted during August and that members had spent a lot 
of time considering them at a special planning meeting.  It was agreed that District 
Cllr Ford would speak to Nick Davies (TDC, Business Manager for Planning ), to 
voice these concerns.  Cllr Swain suggested that TALC would also be an appropriate 
forum to raise these concerns and to invite Nick Davies to address them. 

 
09/2015.10 FINANCE 

Payments for approval 
Members approved the following payments: 

 Clerk’s salary & disbursements (September) - £146.31 (Cheque no 181) 

 DALC (Chairmanship course) - £30.00 (Cheque no 182) 

 Doddiscsombsleigh Primary School - £110 (Cheque no 183) 

 Teignbridge District Council (election expenses)  - £125.70 (Cheque no 184) 

 
09/2015.11 FUTURE PROJECTS 

There was a general discussion about projects which the Parish Council could pursue on behalf of 
and for the benefit of the parish.  It was suggested that the parish is consulted by way of an 
annual survey to establish priorities.  Ideas included broadband speeds and an information panel 
for the centre of the village.  There was also a discussion about the Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CiL) and how this is distributed.  The subject of Parish and Neighbourhood Plans was also 
mentioned as possible projects for the Parish Council.   



 
09/2015.12 ELECTOR FUND: APPLICATIONS FOR 2015/16 

Members received and noted changes in the funding process together with the new deadlines for 
applications and would bear it in mind for suitable projects. 

 
09/2015.13 HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS 

There were no new issues which required attention other than the matter raised in the open 
forum. 

  
09/2015.14 CONSULTATIONS 

14.1 TDC - Consultation on the draft review of the Statement of Licensing Policy (this can be 
viewed at http://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/licensingact2003) 

 
 Members did not wish to comment formally. 
 
14.2  DCC - Devon Minerals Plan consultation (https://new.devon.gov.uk/haveyoursay/) 

    

   Members did not wish to comment formally. 

 
09/2015.15 CORRESPONDENCE 

15.1 Members received and noted details of TDC’s Recycling Rewards Scheme. 
 
15.2 Members received and noted the changes to the 360 bus service, in particular the 

withdrawal of the 18.42 Bridford to Exeter service following the consultation which took 
place earlier in the year. 

 
15.3 Members were reminded that the next meeting of TALC would take place on 24 

September. 
 
15.4 Members received an email offering first aid training in the parish at a cost of £8 per 

session.  District Cllr Ford suggested that this is something which could be made available 
at no cost.  She further suggested that the parish considers purchasing a defibrillator for 
which she could use her locality budget to help with the cost.  It was agreed that this 
should be something the Parish Council explores further.  

 
09/2015.16   ITEMS REQUIRING URGENT ATTENTION 

[Members were reminded that they have not received the statutory notice of this business to be 
transacted and should therefore recognise that any decision made may be taken to be unlawful if 
challenged in the future] 
 
Cllrs Swain and Baker handed the Chairman their letters of resignation.  The Chairman accepted 
their letters and thanked both Councillors for their help and support since their election which 
she had very much appreciated.   
 

09/2015.17 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
It was confirmed that the next meeting will be held on Thursday 8 October 2015 at 7.30pm in 
Doddiscombsleigh Primary School.  

 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm. 
 
 
 
Signed.................................................................. 


