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MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday 9th May 2013 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School

Present:  Cllrs D Mitchell (Chairman), E Brook, V Brook, N Cupper, J Le Marchant, T Porter and B Prest
In attendance: District Cllr S Purser

Locum Clerk: Suzanna Hughes

Before the start of the meeting, the Chairman introduced the Locum Clerk who had been appointed whilst the Council recruit a permanent clerk and to help the Council to operate best practice.

He also explained that before the meeting opens there would be an open forum to allow members of the public to make comments to the council and once the meeting opened there would not be further opportunity for the public to speak unless invited by the chairman.
Open Forum
1.  The former clerk, Ivor Smith, advised that the email address on the website was currently directing emails to him.  He also advised the Council that the deadline for the parish magazine was the 13th of the month.

2. A question was asked about how the Bus Shelter Committee/Working Party had been formed as there didn’t appear to be a minute to support its formation and it was questioned why other parishioners had not been invited to join.

3. A question was asked about the school fence and whether any members knew that the fence was going to be put up?  Cllr Cupper advised that it was originally going to be a chain-link fence but dangers were identified with this and a decision was therefore made to make it a solid fence, 2m high.  The issue was not discussed by the Parish Council.
The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 7.38pm.
05/2013.01
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Cllr Mitchell announced that he wished to stand down as chairman and that he would be resigning as councillor at the end of this meeting thus creating a vacancy.  

Cllr Le Marchant thanked Cllr Mitchell for his commitment to the council and for taking on the role of both chair and clerk for the past 18 months.   She suggested that this would be an opportunity for a new start with new chair and vice chair.  

No members wished to take the role of the chair on a permanent basis at this time.  It was therefore suggested that Cllr Mitchell continue as chair for this meeting. 

05/2013.02
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

It was proposed by Cllr Le Marchant, seconded by Cllr Mitchell and agreed unanimously by all those present that Cllr Porter be elected as Vice Chairman.



05/2013.03
APPOINTMENT OF LOCUM CLERK

Members agreed unanimously the appointment of Suzanna Hughes as Locum Clerk until a permanent clerk is recruited.
05/2013.04
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
All members were present.

05/2013.05
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



There were no declarations of interests relating to any items on the agenda.

05/2013.06
REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS



There were no requests for dispensations.
05/2013.07
RATIFICATION OF MINUTES

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7 March 2013 were approved by those present and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.

05/2013.08
APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES



8.1
Teign Valley Community Hall

Cllr J Le Marchant



8.2
Triangle Committee



Cllr V Brook, Steve Le Marchant, Mike Hedley


8.3
Tree Warden




Cllr D Mitchell



8.4
Emergency Planning




Cllr N Cupper



8.5
Snow Warden




Cllr Cupper



8.6
CPRE



Mike Moorhouse



8.7
Highways




Cllr T Porter



8.8
Communications Officer




Cllr T Porter – newsletter

Cllr D Mitchell – website.  Phil Russon had been updating the website but stated that he would not continue to help with this though he stated that he is prepared to discuss it further with Cllrs D Mitchell and T Porter outside of the meeting. 

8.9
Treasurer

Cllr Cupper was thanked for carrying out the role of Treasurer.  This role would now be handed back to the clerk.

8.10
Bus Shelter Working Party
Cllr Porter suggested that all those who have been involved with the bus shelter be asked to join the working party.  Cllr Cupper advised that there had been no slight intended towards those who had not been asked to join previously.  Cllr V Brook proposed that Steve Le Marchant be asked to join the working party alongside himself, Mike Hedley and Phil Russon.
  Cllr Le Marchant would ask on the Council’s behalf.
05/2013.09
REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF POLICIES AND GOVERNANCE DOCUMENTS


9.1
Standing Orders


Members received, agreed and adopted revised standing orders. 

9.2
Financial Regulations


Members received, agreed and adopted financial regulations
9.3
General and Financial Risk Assessment
A template document was presented to members.  It was agreed that the document would be completed by the Locum Clerk and presented at the next meeting for adoption.
9.4
Fixed Asset Register

Members received and agreed the fixed assets register.

9.5
Statement of Internal Control
A template document was presented to members.  It was agreed that the document would be completed by the Locum Clerk and presented at the next meeting for adoption.
05/2013.10
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Cllr Purser informed members that there has been a recent management review and restructure at Teignbridge District Council.  The Local Plan was still in abeyance as, amongst other things, information was awaited from Torbay Council.  Protests are being made to ‘Save our Fields’.  He also advised that the Community Infrastructure Levy would provide a fixed amount per square metre and would vary depending on location.
05/2013.11
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT


The County Councillor was not present.
05/2013.12
DELEGATE REPORTS

Cllr J Le Marchant advised that she had attended a TALC meeting at which potholes was discussed.  Also in attendance at the meeting was TDC’s Enforcement Officer, Steve Hobbs, who answered questions on enforcement issues.  Also discussed was the recent approval of the Haldon Travellers’ site - TDC planning committee members voted 14 – 1 in favour of the site.

Cllr T Porter referred to the complaint made to the Ombudsman about the reinstatement of winter gritting in the village.  It was found that DCC had acted appropriately.  

He also listed forthcoming Doddi events including the school/village fete, fireworks, cream tea and plant sale (next year).

05/2013.13  
FINANCE
13.1 
Invoices for Payment
There were no invoices for payment.

13.2
Insurance
Members received and approved the renewal quotation from the Council’s current insurers, Community First, for £304.28 (Cheque 150).



13.3
Audit 2012/13
13.3.1
Members received and approved the Annual Accounts for 2012/13 and authorised the Chairman to sign the Accounting Statement and Annual Governance Statement in the Annual Return.

13.3.2
Members agreed that they were confident that the current internal audit arrangements with Vic Baker provide excellent reassurance for the public that the financial systems are robust and fit for purpose.

05/2013.14
PLANNING



14.1
New applications/appeals




14.1.1
13/01009/FUL – Sheldon, Sheldon Lane, Doddiscombsleigh






Raise roof on existing potting shed to facilitate the installation panels.





Members agreed to support this application.



14.2
Decisions
14.2.1
Appeal Ref: APP/P1133/C/12/2186184: Land to the South West of Mistleigh Farm, Doddiscombsleigh

Members noted that this appeal has been dismissed by the Inspector and that the enforcement notice is upheld.



14.3
Other planning matters

14.3.1
Temporary school building - Cllr Porter gave a verbal report advising members that planning permission for temporary buildings such as the one at Doddiscombsleigh Primary School was dealt with on a rolling programme and that this was due to be submitted in due course.  It was therefore agreed that there was no desire to take further action at this stage.
14.3.2
School fence – members received correspondence from a local elector with regard to the newly erected fence and considered a report from Cllr Porter following advice obtained from DCC’s planning department which was interpreted as to allow for a replacement fence at the same height as the one removed without the need for planning permission.  Members were asked to consider whether they wished to challenge/express a view etc.  Cllr Porter added that the fence was erected following advice from ROSPA about enclosing the space for children.  Views were expressed about access issues which had been experienced by parishioners and further concerns raised about whether the emergency vehicles would be able to get through.  The height of the fence was also considered too high particularly with reference to its proximity to the highway.  Cllr Le Marchant expressed concern that visibility was now poor when exiting the gate.  A parishioner questioned whether it was possible to remove part of the bank opposite the school, to aid with the parking issue.  After further discussion, it was agreed that letters are drafted to both Devon County Council and the school governors expressing these concerns and suggesting whether they were prepared to consider the parishioner’s suggestion to remove some of the bank to improve parking and access issues.
05/2013.15
COMMUNITY RECREATIONAL USE OF THE SCHOOL GROUNDS AND PLAY EQUIPMENT 
Members received and considered a written report from Cllr Porter outlining a proposal with regard to community recreational use of the school grounds and play equipment.  It was agreed that Cllr Cupper would accompany the school when carrying out quarterly inspections of the equipment and then report these outcomes to the Parish Council.  It was further agreed that the Parish Council would keep in contact with those householders living adjacent to the field to assess use and deal with any negative impact of the proposed community use.   Cllr Porter suggested that members should contact him should they think of any other issues.  In the meantime, Cllr Porter would visit the two properties which adjoin the field. 
05/2013.16
BUS SHELTER

Members received and noted a maintenance report which had been produced by the bus shelter working party.  Particular thanks were given to Phil Russon.  Cllr Mitchell offered to give advice on cob treatment and damp.   Members were keen and it was agreed that the works proposed are undertaken as soon as possible.  

05/2013.17
HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS

17.1
There was a brief discussion about the proposed raised footpath between the church and The Nobody Inn.  No written schedule had yet been prepared but a verbal description was given stating that 10m of wall needs rebuilding and a milestone installed at each end to stop vehicles driving over it.  There are also drainage issues which need addressing and it is proposed to dig a trench and fill it with stone.  The path is also to be regarded.  Quotations were awaited.
17.2
Cllr Porter informed members that the lengthsman has carried out some work to improve drainage. A scheme for a gulley across Down Lane is to be included in Devon County Council’s progamme.  He further reported that water was seeping through kerbstones and there was a suggestion that by pouring cement in this would cure the problem.  Cllr V Brook, however, stated that this would not be a good idea because of the spring.


05/2013.18
TRIANGLE



Members agreed to defer this item until the next meeting.

05/2013.19
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Cllr N Cupper advised members that he had arranged for John Scott from the Community Council of Devon to attend the next Parish Council meeting on 13 June to give a presentation on how to conduct a housing needs survey with a view to assessing the need for affordable homes in the parish.
05/2013.20
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

The Locum Clerk advised members that the Annual Parish Meeting should be held between 1 March and 1 June inclusive [LGA 1972, Sch 12, para 14(1)].  It was therefore agreed that a meeting would be arranged for Thursday 23 May 2013.  It was suggested and agreed that Cllr N Cupper should contact John Scott from the Community Council of Devon and ask whether he would be able to attend as a guest speaker at this meeting rather than attending the next Parish Council meeting on 13 June.

05/2013.21
RURAL AID

It was agreed that an application for rural aid would be submitted to TDC to assist with the cost of making improvements to the raised footpath between the church and The Nobody Inn.  The Locum Clerk advised that she would complete the application but that three quotations would need to be submitted.  The deadline is noon on 7 June.

 05/2013.22
RURAL SKIP

Members were advised that Cllr V Brook had kindly given permission for the rural skip to be sited in his yard again (Victor Brooks Yard, Middle Hills Park) on Saturday 22 June 2013 between 10am and 4pm.
05/2013.23
RECRUITMENT OF PERMANENT CLERK TO THE COUNCIL



Members agreed that this item would be deferred until the next meeting.
05/2013.24
CORRESEPONDENCE


There were no further items of correspondence.
05/2013.25
FUTURE MEETINGS DATES
· Annual Parish Meeting – Thursday 23 May 2013

· June’s Parish Council meeting – Thursday 13 June 2013

· July’s Parish Council meeting – Thursday 11th July 2013 at Woodah Farm
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.36pm.

Signed..................................................................
